
Narrative Texts/ Stories 
We Will Be Exploring Across KS2 For Book Month

Year 3 will be exploring the writing of 
Jacqueline Wilson’s ‘Wave Me 

Goodbye’ set during WW2 in  the 
UK. Pupils to research facts about 

the author and that time in history in 
the UK for a fuller understanding of 
the context in which the book is set.

Year 4 will be exploring the writing of 
Jacqueline Wilson’s ‘Cliff Hanger’ an 

adventure story about a boy’s 
experiences at a holiday adventure 

camp in the UK. Pupils to research facts 
about the author and find out more 

facts about famous holiday adventure 
camps across the UK

Year 5 will be exploring the writing of 
Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Wave Me 

Goodbye’ set during WW2. Pupils to 
research facts about the author and that 

time in history for a fuller 
understanding of the context in which 
the book is set. As well as explore the 

main themes of this epic story.

Year 6 will be exploring the writing of 
William Shakespeare's ‘Othello’ set in 
Venice Italy about a former Moor and 
slave who rose through the ranks of 

the army to become an officer. Pupils 
to research facts about the author 
and his writings and the themes 

covered in this book



Narrative Texts/ Stories 
Our Writing Programme of Work for Book Month 2025 

During Week 1 of our Narrative Writing Programme of Work …the 
first 1-3 days will be spent on: 

✓READING THE  BOOK …giving quality time to this/getting the 
children immersed-displaying the pages using your visualizer on the 
IWB where relevant -to highlight particular words, phrases, 
features, pictures and the range of sentences used by the 
author….for further discussion and  class analysis

✓While  reading the story  with the children use the Metacognition 
Questions to further analyse and unpick the plot (the actions and 
events taking place in the story)  and further deepen the children’s 
understanding of the book by asking the: 

• WHO?, WHAT?, WHEN?, 

• WHERE? , WHY?, HOW?, 

• EXPLAIN WHY YOU THINK…  WHAT DO YOU WONDER MIGHT 
HAPPEN NEXT?   WHAT HAVE YOU NOTICED ABOUT…..

• WHAT DOES THE PICTURE/MAIN CHARACTER TELL US?

✓At all times explore and discuss vocabulary encountered in your 
class’ book as you are reading along, to aid pupils’ gaining a deeper 
understanding of the text’s context and themes



Exploring Narratives/ Stories 
Our Writing Programme of Work –Week 1

During days 4-5 of Week 1 of our Narrative Writing Programme of Work or 
when you as the CT feel that your children are ready for this next step 
(sooner/later during the week)… further explore:

✓ The author’s Use of Vocabulary listing interesting, exciting and unfamiliar
words and phrases for the children to discuss with you, facilitating them 
gaining a deeper understanding of the story through the daily discussion-
always engage their prior knowledge and experiences. Let them make 
sentences with words  and phrases from the text in their comprehension 
books to consolidate learning of new vocabulary.

✓ Discussing how the author has structured the story and make deliberate 
links to aspects of the Story Mountain (relevant to your year group and 
the stage of the story that you have covered) to introduce the Main 
Features of story’s structure as you progress through the reading of the 
story to the end.

✓ Have the children identify (using context clues and facts you have been 
explaining about the parts of a story as you progress along) where the 
OPENING and BUILD UP etc. are in the story they are reading. 

✓ Compose a set of comprehension questions covering literal, inferential 
and higher level thinking  based on the story for the children to complete 
in their comprehension books by the end of the first week.



Exploring Narratives/ Stories 
Our Writing Programme of Work –Weeks 2-3 

During Weeks 2 of our Narrative Writing Programme of Work or when you 
as the CT feel that your children are ready for this next step … Begin to 
draft your own openings and build up:

✓ CTs/Staff to model how an alternative opening to the story could be 
written with the children’s input

✓ Let the children have a go drafting their own alternative opening once 
you have explored and modelled a good range of alternatives (2-3) 
with them in groups or as a class in the author’s style or the children’s 
own imaginative style

For example, the alternative opening could begin with:

❖ The use of wonderful descriptive language using ambitious- fronted 
adverbials, adjectives, adverbs, similes, metaphors about the setting-
how it looks, feels, smells, sounds

❖ A detailed description of the main character(s) -look, clothes, actions, 
mood

❖ Using dialogue… between two characters

❖ Asking the reader a question which pulls their interest eg. Have you 
ever wondered….  Have you ever walked along…

❖ Describing some strange events in nature… A riotous storm

❖ Using a dramatic exclamation (e.g. Help!) or dramatic event

❖ Introducing some intriguing fact… e.g. ‘form the day that I was born I 
knew that I was destined to….



Exploring Narratives/ Stories 
Our Writing Programme of Work –Week 3 

During Weeks 3 of our Narrative Writing Programme of Work
or when you as the CT feel that your children are ready for this 
next step … continue from the BUILD UP to the DILEMMA and 
onward:

✓ CTs/Staff to model how to draft build up and dilemma to 
the  new story being written with the children’s input

✓ Let the children have a go drafting their own build up and 
dilemma once you (CT/Staff)  have explored  and modelled 
a good range of examples with them in groups or as a class 
in the author’s style or the class’/children’s own imaginative 
style

For the Build Up and Dilemma CTS and Staff to Model… 
demonstrating for pupils:

❖The use of fronted adverbial words and phrases,  
adjectives, adverbs, similes, metaphors  and details that 
will logically move the story on linking the new 
paragraph(s) to the opening paragraph (s) written on the 
setting and main characters already

❖Use of dialogue… between/among characters

❖Using dramatic exclamations (eg. Watch out!) or dramatic 
events to create  and detail the problem/dilemma

❖ Introducing some more intriguing facts… ‘after that tragic 
night no one ever ventured…..



How The Story Ends Is Down To You 
and your class’ creativity?



Please Also Take Some Time This Month
To Explore The Bible With Your Class 



Which Is The Best Selling 
Book Of All Time?

• Name the first 10 
books of the Old 
Testament

• Name the first 10 
books of the 
New Testament

• Which books are 
called the books 
of Law?

• How many books 
are in the Bible? 
Is this the same 
for all versions of 
the Bible?

• Why not?



Who Wrote The Bible?


