
MARCH IS BOOK MONTH HERE AT 

ST. ANTONY’S – OUR THEME IS:

EXPLORING POETRY!

DEVELOPING ORACY!



What Was The Last Poem You Read?

Can You Identify These Poets & Name 

Any Of Their Work?
.



What Are The Main Features of Poetry?

• Structure

• Written in verses or stanzas

• Refrain- a type of repeated chorus

• Commas, question marks, 
ellipses, and exclamation marks 
may feature at relevant places in 
lines through out poems

• Each line starts with a capital 
letter in any poem

Some Main Language 
Features:

Alliteration

Assonance         

Figurative Language

Imagery                    

Metaphor

Onomatopoeia    

Pattern

Personification       

Repetition 

Rhyme and Rhythm   

Simile



Define These Main Features Of Poetry

Then annotate the poem for features

Alliteration  

Assonance       

Figurative Language

Imagery                    

Metaphor & Simile

Onomatopoeia    

Pattern

Personification       

Repetition 

Rhyme and Rhythm

Rhyming Couplets   

*In pairs : Name as many 

types of poems as you can



EXAMPLES OF POETRY TYPES

Acrostic – Each line of the poem, starts 
with a letter from the title-using interesting 
words to describe the subject, with the title 
written in capitals as well as the start of 
each line

Cinquain - Line 1- Title, Line 2 - Two 
descriptive words, Line 3 - Three action 
words, Line 4 - A feeling about the topic or 
object, Line 5 - A synonym for the topic or 
object

Free verse – free verse poem can tell a 
story, describe and object or explain an 
emotion. There are no  rhymes, lines can 
be sentences, phrases or even single 
words

Haiku – Each Haiku has only 3 lines, the 
lines follow a pattern of syllables 5-7-5, 
traditionally Japanese,  written about 
natures or the seasons 

Limerick – five lines, AABBA rhyme scheme, 

so lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyme and lines 3 and 4 

rhyme, it has a lively rhythm called an anapesti

meter which translates into 9 syllables in the first 

two lines 6 in lines 3  and 4 and then back to 9 for 

the last line but this can vary.  Most limericks start 

with ‘There was once a … from …’ and the last 

line is funny and quirky. 

Narrative – uses a title that summarizes the 

title of the poem, uses carefully chosen 

vocabulary, tells a story from beginning to end, 

follows a pattern of syllables, separated into 

stanzas, follows a rhyming pattern, starts with a 

capital letter

Shape - a poem that describes an object, 

person or animal and the words of the poem form 

the shape of the object, person or animal.

Sonnet – A sonnet is a 14 line verse written to a 

particular pattern. It is written in four parts – 3 

groups of four lines known as ‘quatrains’, and a 

closing rhyming couplet ( two lines that rhyme 

with each other).



Our Whole School Three Week 

Project  Class Based Task is …

KS2: To study the life 

and works of Poet, 

Author & Actor -

Benjamin 

Zephaniah

EYFS: English Poet :

Christina Rossetti 
KS1 the Scottish 

Novelist and Poet: 

Robert Louis 

Stevenson



Focus Project for Marvellous March 

1st March – 22nd March

ALL CLASSES FROM EYFS 

TO YEAR SIX WILL 

EXPLORE THIS BENJAMIN 

ZEPHANIAH POEM 

‘I LOVE ME MUDDER’ ….  

everyone is to Read & 

Discuss the Poem

KS1&2 to annotate and 

analyse this and all poems 

specific to their year/phase 

listed in their anthology.

All classes are to learn a 

poem from their anthology 

by heart to be performed 

on Dress-Up Day

I Luv ME MUDDER 

I luv me mudder an me mudder luv me 

We cum so far from over de sea, 

We heard dat de streets were paved wid gold 

Sometimes it's hot, sometimes it's cold, 

I luv me mudder an me mudder luvs me 

We try fe live in peace and harmony 

Yu might know her as Valerie 

But to me …she's just my mummy. 

She shouts at me daddy so loud sometime 

She's always been a friend of mine 

She's always doing de best she can 

She works so hard down ina Englan, 

She's always singin sum kinda song 

She has big muscles an she very, very strong, 

She likes pussycats an she luvs cashew nuts 

An she don't bother wid no if, and or buts. 

I luv me mudder and she luvs me

We come so far from over de sea,

We heard dat de streets were paved wid gold

Sometimes it’s hot, sometimes it’s cold,

I luv her and whatever we do

Dis is a luv I know is true,

My people, I am talkin to yu

Me and my mudder we luv yu too

Benjamin Zephaniah



Why Is Poetry Important?

In The Words Of The Late 

Benjamin Zephaniah…

https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/be
njamin-zephaniah-why-poetry-
important

https://clpe.org.uk/poetry?gad_sou
rce=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj52slvG7
hAMVLptQBh1rnAfHEAAYAiAAEgK0
nPD_BwE

https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/benjamin-zephaniah-why-poetry-important
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj52slvG7hAMVLptQBh1rnAfHEAAYAiAAEgK0nPD_BwE


1st March : Marvellous March 

Book Month Launch 2024
Whole school Poem 

To Explore

Supernova Club to 

perform a medley of 

Poems on Book Month 

Launch Day

Drama Club To 

perform 

https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/whos-who-benjamin-
zephaniah

https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/whos-who-benjamin-zephaniah


Christian Rossetti 

5 December 1830 – 29 December 

1894
Christina Georgina 

Rossetti is an English 

Poet who wrote a 

variety children's 

poems. She wrote the 

poems: ‘The Wind’

and ‘The Caterpillar’ 

and the words of the 

well known Christmas 

Carol - ‘In the Bleak 

Midwinter’.



Christian Rossetti EYFS Focus 

Poems



Poems by Christina Rossetti 

Cont’d



Robert Louis Stevenson

13th November 1850 – 3rd December 1894

Robert Louis Balfour 
Stevenson was a Scottish 
novelist, poet, essayist, 
and travel writer. 

His most famous works 
are Treasure Island which 
influenced Pirates of the 
Caribbean, Kidnapped,
and The Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

A literary celebrity during 
his lifetime, Stevenson 
now ranks among the 26 
most translated authors 
and poets in the world. 



Robert Louis Stevenson KS1 Focus 

Poems



Poems by Robert Louis 

Stevenson Cont’d



Our Main Focus Poet will be the Legendary

Dr Benjamin Zephaniah

15th April 1958 – 7th December 2023

Benjamin Zephaniah

Is best known for his poetry as 
well as his novels, plays, and 
screen writing. His speciality was 
“Dub Poetry” which is poetry that 
is performed to a rhythm or beat 
sometimes involving call and 
response from the audience-this is 
originally a Jamaican style of 
poetry made famous by poets 
Louise Bennett and Mutabaruka
and gave birth to contemporary 
forms of poetry such as ‘spoken 
word’ and ‘Slam’ -performed by 
Prentice Powell, Amanda Gorman 
and Shawn Williams in the USA , 
Skepta, Akala and Santan Dave in 
the UK & globally eg. Australian 
Solli Raphael & Joanna Yang, Griot 
-Cameroon



Poems by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Lower KS2



Poems by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Upper KS2



Poems by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Upper KS2 cont’d



Why is Reading & Comprehension So Crucial?

This Underpins All Other Learning

Intent: 
At St. Antony’s we want to ensure that 

all our children are literate. So we 
nurture a love of reading amongst our 

pupils-from EYFS to Year 6 starting with 
Phonics and on to Reading and 

Comprehension.

IMPLEMENTATION: 
Daily Phonics and Reading in All Classes
We encourage staff and parents to model 

good reading habits because we know 
that: 

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE…IF 
THY SEE US READING THEY WILL WANT TO 

ENGAGE IN READING! 

This is why Story Time/Class 
Novel Time are so important

Benefits of Reading:
It improves our Focus, Oracy, Fluency,  

Knowledge, Memory, Vocabulary, 
Empathy and Language and 

Communication skills best of all...It’s Fun 
and a great leisure time activity.

Research has shown Reading a 
Good Book Whether Fiction or 

Non-fiction, Self-Help, Spiritual, 
Journal, Magazine, even Comic 
and Comedic Books can reduce 

stress levels, improve our mental 
health and help us live longer.

Reading also allows us to learn new 
things through research, provides an 
escape and helps us succeed in our 

work and relationships.



Impact:
Reading Develops Fluent Readers & Writers!

• Think about storytelling as a way to get pupils to 
read then write – Everybody loves a good story, 
and all the fairy tales, folk tales, scary stories, 
myths and even urban legends can be found in 
books at all levels.

• Visit Our Public Libraries – Libraries are 
good places  to visit with your class-so they can 
see lots of different genres of books, reading 
material and explore different authors and JUST 
READ! Encourage Your Parents To Take Their kids.

• Our children learn that access to different types 
of books and materials doesn’t have to cost a 
thing! USE THE LIBRARY!

• Libraries also create programs around books and 
reading, for everyone from babies to adults. So 
pupils can experience that reading can be a very 
social activity. 



Our Early Reading Programme

Begins With Daily Phonics
Phonics and Early Reading involves 
the learning of Pure sounds, learning to Blend
and Segment: 

• Phonics helps our pupils to learn to put 
sounds together to make words- then to 
begin to read words

• They learn high frequency words and begin to 
use these to build their language acquisition 
skills in simple then more complex sentences -
spoken and written.

• They then develop early literacy skills through 
reading, questions and answers.  

• Early reading helps our pupils to learn to 
value books and stories and sparks our pupil's 
imagination and stimulate curiosity.



Livestream: Spoken Word Power 

Open Call

Wednesday 28th

February – The 

Eastside Theatre Group 

will be hosting 

Livestream lessons 

between 2pm and 

2:50pm for classes in 

Year 3, Year 4, and Year 

5 to full engage with.



OUR GUEST – Mr KIMBA BUSH-RAMSEY 

Spoken Word Artists, Poet, Musician and 

Author
In celebration of World 

Book Day Thursday, 7th

March, 2024 and Marvellous

March here at St. Antony’s –

renown Poet/Rapper, 

Musician  and Author Kimba

Bush- Ramsey will be here 

with us to help celebrate 

World Book Day.



WHAT’S HAPPENING FOR

MARVELLOUS MARCH 2024?
• Launch Assembly on 1st March - Supernova 

Club will be performing a medley of poems by  
Benjamin Zephaniah

• Drama Club will be performing We Refugees 
by  Benjamin Zephaniah

• Year 6  - Performing Book Month – Read a 
Book Rap 

• Dance Performance to ‘BOOK !BOOK! BOOK!’ 
by Advance Dance Group

• All Classes Poetry Programme of Work 2024
• Local Library Visits continue– follow up visits 

to be arranged by individual class teachers 
e.g. monthly providing an opportunity for 
pupils to exchange books regularly.

• Livestream Spoken Word Workshop with the 
Eastside Theatre on 28th February 2024 for 
Years 3, 4 & 5.

• Poet/Rapper and Musician Kimba Bush -
Ramsey to visit on World Book Day Thursday, 
7th March, 2024 followed by workshops in 
Years 3, 4 & 5.

• Dress Up Day For All Staff & Pupils on 22nd

March 2024!



Forest Gate Library Visit
Planned visits to our 
local library – Forest 
Gate have started with 
Peach and Cherry 
Classes visiting the 
local library on Monday 
and Tuesday last week 
and will continue 
through to Marvellous 
March 2024.

All classes will visit our 
local library to explore 
the wide range of 
books on offer.



It’s Time to Redevelop and Renew 

Classroom Book Corners!

• All Class Teachers 
To Ensure Their 
Book Corners Are:

• Stimulating

• Engaging

• Well Organised

• Inviting

• Child Friendly



St. Antony’s Character Costume 

Dress Up Day!

22nd March will 

be Non-Uniform 

Day come to 

school dressed in 

your favourite 

character 

costume and 

celebrate with 

your school 

family.


